
Tuesday, January 31, 2006 

 

Brooks Launches Citizen Budget BLOG on County Web Site  
 

Today, County Executive Maggie Brooks announced a new component of her Citizen 

Budget Initiative… a Citizen Budget BLOG  on the Monroe County Web Site 

(www.monroecounty.gov). 

 
“Last week I launched my Citizen Budget Initiative, which enables the taxpayers and 

residents of Monroe County to provide direct input on budget savings,” said Brooks.  “I am 
encouraged by the citizen response, to date.  In the continued spirit of openness, which has 
characterized our response to Monroe County’s budget challenges, we are sharing these 
grass-roots cost cutting ideas with our entire community.” 

 

According to Brooks, the Citizen Budget BLOG is comprised of the actual cost cutting ideas, 

which have been submitted to the Citizen Budget Initiative e-mail address 

(citizenbudgetinitiative@monroecounty.gov).  The e-mail submissions are posted without 

attribution or reference to a sender’s e-mail address, to protect the sender’s identity.  

Submissions are only edited due to length or to remove identifying information.  Edited 

submissions are accompanied by a disclosure statement. 

 
“As long as cost cutting ideas continue to be submitted to our e-mail address… we will 

continue to post them to the Citizen BLOG,” said Brooks.  “Perhaps, by reading the 
submissions of their fellow Monroe County taxpayers and residents, even more citizens will be 
inspired to submit cost cutting ideas of their own.”    

 

In addition to the e-mail address, residents and taxpayers may participate in Brooks’ Citizen 

Budget Initiative by: 

 

� Calling the 24-Hour Citizen Budget Initiative Hot Line (585-753-1085) with 

comments and ideas; or, 

 

� Sending their budget and cost saving suggestions to the Citizen Budget Initiative 

Mail Box (Citizen Budget Initiative, P.O. Box 14001, Rochester, NY 14614).  

 
“Our Citizen Budget Initiative, the upcoming Bi-Partisan Budget Workshop and, now, the 
Citizen Budget BLOG all help to ensure that we will advance a true community solution to 

Monroe County’s long-term financial challenges,” said Brooks.  “Clearly, taxpayers and 
residents are willing to come forward to provide comments, share thoughts and offer 
solutions… all you have to do is ask.”   

-- more -- 
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Note to Media – The Budget Challenge: 

Through a combination of budgetary discipline, innovative thinking, cost savings and one-

time measures, County Executive Brooks kept the Monroe County Budget deficit-free in 

2004 and 2005.  The 2006 County Budget, which was adopted by the County Legislature with 

a bi-partisan super-majority, is also balanced. Due to projected increases in mandated 

spending and a structural imbalance, Monroe County will face a combined budget gap for 

2007 and 2008 of approximately $102 million... if nothing is done, this year, to address 

these budget challenges. 

 
 

### 
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